Proceedings of the Royal Society of liedict'ie 6 similar cases which he had been treating successfully with X-ray epilation, though some required a second epilation before final cure. I think they were mostly fairly early cases.
Multiple Chronic Ulcers of the Upper Trunk in a Young Woman. ? Acne Conglobata.--C. H. WHITTLE, M.D. M. T., aged 22, a W.A.A.F. Three years' history of ulcers on the back and shoulders. Each ulcer takes two to three months to develop and heal. The first was on the shoulders.
The latest was removed from left lower dorsat region for microscopy. Previous history good. Family history nothing relevant. There are now four fairly active lesions: one 1 in. diameter on left shoulder, bluish-red-mostly healed over but with a few pustules lying deeply on the edge. There are about 35 scars, oval or round, varying up to 5/8 in. diameter chiefly around the shoulder but also over the dorsal region, many showing a tendency to keloid.
There is a close similarity between the scars and smaller active lesions in my second case.
Wassermann and Kahn negative. Culture: Staph. autreius. Mantoux: 1 :1000 Human ++; 1:1000 Bovine+. This case was shown earlier in the year (Proc. R. Soc. Med., 1945, 38, 502) . Since then penicillin intramuscularly has been tried without success, though a penicillin-sensitive Staph. aureuis was obtained on several occasions from the lesions. No blastomyces have ever been seen or grown.
Recently, X-rays have been given a trial and he has had fouLr doses of 200 r (Dr. Japha) to the lesion in the centre of the chest, which is now healing. He attributes the healing to the treatment.
Compare these lesions with those in my previous case of a young woman with threc years' history of somewhat similar indolent ulcers.
COMMENT.-I am indebted to Dr. Duckworth for the suggestion that the ulcers might be due to anaerobic streptococci, and we have obtained some anaerobic streptococci in the last day or two from the man's unbroken pustules.' Whether that is going to be an important factor or not I do not know. The suggestion of tubercle has been put forward, buit I have not found any evidence. A third suggestion has been artefact. One must not rule out artefact, I suppose, in long-standing cases of this sort, but to my mind, coiisidering the temperament of both these patients, it is unlikely. The girl is intelligent and attractive, and I should have thought she was able to impress her personality in other more agreeable wavs. The position of the lesions is also against that supposition. The man has had ulcers since he was 35; he is now 60, and he did not consult anyone about it until the last month or two, when he saw a doctor. They did not interfere with his work. I think the circumstances are against the idea that these lesions were designed to attract sympathy to himself.
The President: I have had one case where zinc peroxide had a certain effect, but a much better effect was obtained with a 24% Milton. These cases in my experience have a very long history, and even when healed up, they relapse again some months later. 1 POSTSCRIPT. (14.9. 45 ).-The streptococcus has been grown in pure primary culture, has micro-aerophilic characters and gives some of the reactions of a haemolytic entero coccus. The examination by Dr Mrs. M. C., aged 37, a cook. Nineteen months ago developed a bluish-red eruption chiefly on the arms and forearms, and legs, with isolated lesions on the sides of the face. WVhen seen in June 1945 the lesions consisted of dusky rings, which had diameters varying, from a half to several inches. The borders were mostly serrated, and not obvioulsly raised The centres of the lesions consisted of normal skin, or verv slight atrophy. The lesions looked stib-epidermal.
A W.R. and a Kahnii test w%!ere negative. A Iiistolugiwal setlioi shosvs thle presenice of
